
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


09/581,946 


11/08/2000 


Jose Francisco Garcia Martin 


GARCIA-MARTI 


6651 



1444 7590 . 02/15/2007 

BROWDY AND NEIMARK, RL.L.C. 
624 NINTH STREET, NW 
SUITE 300 

WASHINGTON, DC 20001-5303 



EXAMINER 



REDMAN. JERRY E 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



3634 



SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD OF RESPONSE 



MAIL DATE 



DELIVERY MODE 



3 MONTHS 02/15/2007 PAPER 

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire 6 MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 10/06) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

09/581,946 


Applicant(s) 

GARCIA MARTIN ETAL 


bxaminer 

Jerry Redman 


Art Unit 

3634 





The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ~ 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 12 January 2007 . 
2a)KI This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) |El Claim(s) 24-31 and 39 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) IEI Claim(s) 24-31 and 39 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted. or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121(d). 
1 !)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)IE|AII . b)D Sc>me * c)Q None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1 ) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

2) O Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) O Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5) Q Notice of Informal Patent Application 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) □ Other: . 
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The status of the claims is as follows: 

Claims 1-23 and 32-38 have been cancelled, and 
Claims 24-31 and 39 are herein addressed below. 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Claims 24-31 and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. In claim 24, lines 1-2, claim 27, lines 1-2, 
claim 28, lines 1-2, claim 30, lines 1-2, and claim 31, lines 1-2, it is not readily apparent 
to the Examiner if the applicant is claiming a door module or a door module in 
combination with a door inner liner. Throughout the claims, the applicant clearly and 
positively sets forth the door inner liner. If the applicant intends on claiming the 
combination, then the applicant should clearly and positively set forth the door inner 
liner in the preamble. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
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only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 28-30, and 39 are further rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Medebach et al. (6,192,632). Medebach et al. ('632) disclose a door 
module for assembly to a door inner liner of a door of an automotive vehicle comprising 
a trim panel (1 ), a window regulator subassembly (1 1 ) carried by the door trim panel (1 ), 
L-shaped rails (3 and 4, wherein the L-shaped provides any number of elements 
projecting from the rails which form the L-shaped portion) fastened by fasteners (see 
figures 1 and 2), and a door lock subassembly (8) mounted to the trim panel (1) wherein 
the door lock subassembly (8) extends beyond the trim panel (1 ). 

Claims 31 is further rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Feder et al. (6,438,899). Feder et al. ('899) disclose a door module comprising a door 
trim main panel part (2) having a pivotal portion (5a) attached thereto and 
subassemblies (i.e., 37, 31-lock subassembly, etc.) attached to a door inner liner (101). 

Claims 24-27 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

The applicant's arguments have been considered but are not deemed 
persuasive. The applicant is correct in stating that "headings" are not required. The 
Examiner just wanted to make the record clear that it is the applicant's decision not to 
have headings and not the Examiner's. The applicant states that the door inner liner is 
not being claimed throughout the body of the claims. The Examiner respectively 



Application/Control Number: 09/581,946 



Page 4 



Art Unit: 3634 

disagrees with all of the applicant's suggestions on pages 9 and 1 0 of the remarks. In 
claim 24, lines 7-10, the door inner liner is positively recited; In claim 27, lines 7-10, the 
door inner liner is positively recited; etc. The applicant argues that "prior to assembly" 
means that the door inner liner is not positively recited is incorrect and the Examiner 
respectively disagrees. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Jerry Redman 
at telephone number 571-272-6835. 



Jerry RwJmarr 
Primary Examiner 




